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Sutton upon Derwent Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held on Monday 19th September 2016 at 7.30pm at Sutton upon Derwent Village Hall
Present:- 

Chair: 


Cllr G Stephenson
Councillors: 

B Green, K Hobman, E Smith, R Pearson
Clerk (Acting):

Mrs Yvonne Eggleston
2 parishioners were present


The clerk thanked the Parish Council for their card and kind thoughts on the recent death of

her grand-daughter.
095/16

To record any Apologies for Absence – Cllrs Rogers, Hardcastle and Strangeway.
096/16

To record any Register of Interests - None
097/16
To hear any matters raised by attending Parishioners with the consent of the

                        Chairman (10 minutes maximum) - None
098/16

To approve the minutes of the previous meeting and release for publication if
            approved

Proposed: Cllr Green. Seconded: Cllr Pearson, that the minutes be approved and signed in readiness for publication. Agreed by all. Action - YE
099/16

To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting:
018/16a    Neighbourhood Plan

Cllr Hobman has asked Jessica Hobson of ERYC for clarification on the leasing effect of green spaces and what evidence is required, if any. He has been informed that it doesn’t matter if the areas to be declared as green spaces in the Neighbourhood Plan are leased though recommends that the owner ie the Crown Estate, are informed of the intention to do so.
Cllr Hobman will continue to prepare the Neighbourhood Plan documents and will email a precis to the clerk to be forwarded to Carter Jonas, agents for the crown Estate. Action – KH, YE


018/16b    Children’s Playing Field



                        Maintenance – Cllr Stephenson thanked Cllrs Smith and Hobman for the further efforts in
improving the equipment on the Playing Field. One of the cargo nets has now been installed

and there is another one still to be done. Painting of the equipment is on-going.
Funding: - There is approximately £250 of the awarded £2000 left. 

The clerk will prepare the claim form to retrieve the awarded monies as soon as the

anticipated expenditure has taken place.
The clerk has contacted Vicky Jude of ERYC who is approaching Sutton upon Derwent
Primary School to survey the children as to what type of equipment they would like to

see in the Playing Field. The Parish Council await the results.
142/15d    Update on public footpaths: 

 

Off-road footpaths – The clerk is awaiting ERYC to confirm if they are able to conduct what 


would be a final cut of the season of the off-road footpaths. If this is not possible, 

Smallwoods will be approached. Action - YE
Sandhill Lane – ERYC have put the re-location of the village signage on Sandhill Lane on

hold. Katie Stork is to be contacted as she was the ERYC representative that initially

arranged for the re-location owing to the current sign being a hazard. Action - YE
This will stay on the agenda until the matter is resolved.
006/16     Village Maintenance Schedule  - 
Field House/Grange Farm – an email has been received from Ward Cllr Kay West in which

it is indicated that the drainage issues at Field House and Grange Farm will be addressed 

when ERYC are in the village attending to other drainage issues at the southern end of the

village.  It is expected that these works will be completed by early November.


This will remain an agenda item until the matter is resolved.
031/16 vi)    Bank Mandates 
Barclays bank has forwarded change of mandate forms for re-signing. All necessary

signatures have been obtained. Action – YE


078/16  i)  Report from Public Meeting re flooding and drainage


An email has been received from Yorkshire Water in which there is evidence that there has
been an exchange of emails.  All such exchanges should be in the public domain as it refers
to discussions held at the Public Meeting held in the Village Hall. 

As the viewable email conversation refers to planning, the email will be forwarded to

Stephen Cook of ERYC Planning Dept who assured an Open Meeting that there should

transparency. It was proposed that a request should be made through the Freedom of

Information Act for the full email exchange.

Proposed: Cllr Green. Seconded: Cllr Pearson. All in favour. Action –  YE
Cllr Pearson will prepare an audio copy of the transcript from the Public Meeting. It was

proposed that Michelle Reynolds of Yorkshire Water be informed that in the best belief of the
Parish Council, the comment in relation to planning applications being put on hold was made
and that hopefully the recording will support this. Copies will be sent to Jonathan Piatke, who
represented Yorkshire Water at the meeting, Cllr West and Cllr Strangeway. The Parish
Council are disappointed that Mr Piatke has since rescinded this comment. They are 
confident that the minutes of the meeting reflect an accurate account of the meeting.

Proposed: Cllr Pearson. Seconded: Cllr Green. All in favour.
It would appear that ERYC Flood Risk and Management Team have a timetable to deal with 
the issues in the village. Drainage and flooding will be monitored over the coming months.



065/16   i)  Risk Assessment for Beacon Green

                        Cllr Stephenson has amended the Risk Assessment which will include repairs to any part of

the grass. The assessment will be reprinted and included at the next meeting. Action – GS
                        The kerb from the green into the car park is a cause for concern. The use of signs and

                        reflective tape to warn that the kerb is there will be looked into.

                        The Parish Council’s Public Liability documents are to be checked for any potential risk from

                        debris from the beacon during fireworks displays. The original documents prepared by Mr P

                        Kirby and Mr M Penny will be looked at. Investigations will be made into generic risk

                        assessments for firework displays. Action – GS, BG



065/16  ii)  Transparency Code



The application for funding has been approved. Monies will be recorded at the next meeting.


078/16 iii)  Parish Newsletter



A copy of the accounts from the Parish Newsletter has been received. A donation towards

                       the cost of publication will now be made.
Proposed: Cllr Green. Seconded: Cllr Pearson. All in favour.
089/16   i) Road Safety -

Parking – the clerk has received conflicting messages from ERYC concerning parking in the
village. Having been informed that the introduction of yellow lines was a possible solution,
ERYC now say that they cannot be justified unless there is a poor accident record or an

obstruction to bus services. If there was violation of rule 243 of the Highway Code whereby 

parking was within 10 metres of a junction, opposite a junction or a cross a property access, 

it would become an enforcement issue for the police should the problem persist.
The clerk has also been informed that ERYC are making arrangements for a representative

to visit the location where a near accident was recently reported to identify what can be done

in parking enforcement terms.

Speeding – Cllr Strangeway has approached ERYC about the concerns of speeding in the

village.  Surveys have been carried out on Main Street and Sandhill Lane using a 
system. The surveys are valid for a period of 5 years. Main Street scored 8 points and
Sandhill Lane 13 points. The cut-off point is 12 points and therefore there will be no further
action along Main Street. However, Sandhill Lane qualifies for a temporary free Speed
Indication Device (SID). The Road Safety Team are currently offering SID’s to sites which

score less than 12 points at a cost of £500 for 2 SIDs at 1 site over a period of 4 weeks or 

£450 for 1 SID.
It was proposed that if there are sufficient funds available, an SID should be obtained for 

Main Street. Proposed: Cllr Pearson. Seconded: Cllr Green. All in favour.

Traffic Lights – the clerk has contacted ERYC re the poor timing of the lights at the bridge.

This is being looked into. The Parish Council has been notified of a near accident when cars
travelling north have assumed that the lights have stuck and have attempted to go across
the bridge, only to meet traffic coming the other way. ERYC are to be contacted with regard 
to any action to date. Action – YE.

089/16  ii) Noticboards – Cllr Smith informed fellow councillors that he would be able to

obtain prices to have new noticeboards made. Action – ES

089/16 iii) Meeting with ERYC Planning Dept – this was attended by Mr Stephen Cook of 

ERYC. He took all comments made on board and has subsequently forwarded to the Parish

Council the following comments and list of actions to be carried out on his part.

1) There was a request to publish ALL correspondence on a planning application including any between the case officer and the applicant/agent.  Our practice is not to publish e-mail between the case officer and agent /applicant if these are simply requests for further information or requests to amend an application.  What we will do is publish any additional information or amended plans supplied by an agent/applicant.  All the planning file is a public document, however case officers have to have the freedom to informally discuss possible changes or alternatives to a proposal.  I can see how this could be seen as bias, but I explained that we have a statutory duty to work with the applicant to secure approval if possible.  I think the only point I will take up Officers need to explain to the public that they are entitled to see the planning file and any internal correspondence, once a decision has been taken. 

2) Pre-application correspondence is regarded as confidential, UNTIL an application is submitted.  The application form actually asks if there has been pre-application discussions.  Once submitted we should disclose any pre-application correspondence, and it would be reasonable of us to publish our pre-application advice.  I shall investigate how we can achieve this as a customer improvement to the service. 

3) There were concerns that objections were not being corrected labelled as such.  I explained that I think this happens when comments are e-mailed or sent by post and our admin scan and index the comment.  They are required to (quickly) indicate what type of comment it is - objection, representation or support - but have no knowledge of the application and may not appreciate that the letter is actually an objection.  Whilst this description makes no difference to the considerations that the case officer will undertake when he or she reads all the correspondence, it is seen by users of the system as a mistake if an objection is label as a representation, and gives the impression of bias.  I undertook to look a bit deeper into how this admin process is managed and whether we can eliminate errors through better training or amend the descriptions to simple state "representation" in all cases. 

4) Concerns were expressed that some comments were unnecessarily repeated on the web site.  Whilst this is sometimes down to objectors sending e-mails and postal letters to ensure comments are received, the question was asked as to why we cannot see that the comments are the same and only publish one.  I will investigate whether we can improve on this, as I appreciate that it makes looking at the correspondence on an application that bit harder if there are needless copies. 

5) The problem with the on-line response system not having enough space to provide a full comment, is one I believe we are aware of, but I will check if we can improve this. 

6) A particular concern was raised that Councillors refer to correspondence they have received before a meeting, but this is not made available to the public.  I explained that if officer receive any late information this is published, and that the Code of Practice does ask Councillors to forward any correspondence they receive to officers but in practice this does not always happen.  I will ask the Committee Clerks to remind members of this requirement.   


100/16

Agenda items
i) White lining of Village Hall car park 
The Village Hall Committee have requested that the Parish Council arrange for the white lining to be done in order that the VAT can be reclaimed. 

Proposed: Cllr Green. Seconded: Cllr Hobman. All in favour.
ii) Remembrance Day
The Rev Ian Kitchen has asked the Parish Council if they would be able to provide two readers for the Remembrance Day Service. Cllr Stephenson has agreed to be one of the readers. Those councillors not present will be approached. The clerk has been asked to arrange with the returning clerk for the ordering of a poppy wreath. Action – YE, VN
iii) November 5th fireworks display
The Village Hall Committee have requested permission to hold a fireworks display on Beacon Green. Permission was granted. They will work in conjunction with Mr Peter Kirby. Cllrs Pearson, Smith and Stephenson agreed to rattle buckets with the help of any additional volunteers. Confirmation of the amount currently in the fund is to be provided. Action - YE
iv) Annual Return Review
The Annual Return has been returned by the external auditors and is now available to be viewed with prior arrangement with the clerk. 
101/16

To note and approve the Monthly Financial Report for August 2016


The monthly financial report for August 2016 was tabled and accepted by all councillors.

Proposed: Cllr Pearson. Seconded: Cllr Stephenson. All in favour.


To note and approve any Requests for Payment and any other requests for
payments received

1) Mrs Y Eggleston £259.98 - salary
2) Mr E Smith £9.53– nylon rod for Playing Field equipment repairs
3) Crown Estate £3.75 – Playing Field lease
4) Trevor Lee £250.00 – cutting of Playing Field Grass
5) PKF Littlejohn £120.00 – Annual Return Review fee
Proposed:  Cllr Pearson. Seconded: Cllr Green. Agreed by all that these payments should be made.
It was proposed that Trevor Lee be asked to do another cut of the Playing Field Grass.

Proposed: Cllr Hobman. Seconded: Cllr Smith. All in favour.

102/16

To note and process any Planning Matters



New Applications: 


16/02710/PLF Erection of 2 storey extension to side and rear following the demolition

                       of existing single storey garage/kitchen and single storey extension with balcony over 

                       to rear – 2 Woldcroft, Sutton upon Derwent, YO41 4DQ for Mr & Mrs Connor

           The Parish Council have no comment to make to the Planning Dept. 



Proposed: Cllr Green. Seconded: Cllr Pearson. All in favour. Action – YE


Notices of Decisions Received: 



16/02123/PLF Erection of a detached double garage – 2 Woldcroft, Sutton upon

                        Derwent, YO41 4DQ for Mr & Mrs Connor


Approved by Officer Decision


16/02390/VAR Variation of Condition 9 (approved plans) on 14/03113/PLF erection of a 



detached dwelling – Land south of Field House, Main Street, Sutton upon Derwent,
                        YO41 4BT for Edenvale Homes (York) Ltd
                        Approved
103/16

To hear and note any correspondence matters
1) A request from the clerk of Easington Parish Council for some advice on the drawing up of a Neighbourhood Plan has been received. She will be advised to work closely with Jessica Hobson at ERYC. Action - KH. 
2) A planning notification has been received for 27th September. Cllr West has already agreed to speak on the Parish Council’s behalf. Enquiries will be made as to whether any residents wish to speak or attend. Action - RP
                        All other correspondence was tabled.
104/16

To conduct any other business by consent of the Chairman 
It was noted that the road sweeper was present in the village on 19th September.
Cllr Hobman requested that his thanks to the Acting Clerk be recorded for her hard work

over the last nine months, which has proved to be a difficult time for the Parish Council.

His comments were agreed by All.

Mrs Eggleston thanked the Parish Council for their kind words, saying how much she

enjoyed working with them.

Mrs Victoria Nicholson will be returning from her maternity leave on 1st October.
105/16

To fix the date and time of the next meeting



Monday 17th October 2016 at 7.30pm
There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 9.20pm
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